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An untapped collection possibility

' PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN INTELLIGENCE:
A PERSONAL REVIEW AND CONCLUSIONS

Dr. Kenneth A. Kress

The Central Intelligence Agency has investigated the controversial phenomenon
called parapsychology as it relates to intelligence collection. The author was involved
with many aspects of the last such investigations. This paper summarizes selected
3 highlights of the experiences of the author and others. The intent is not historical
completeness. Files are available for those interested in details. Instead the intent is to
record some certainly interesting and possibly useful data and opinions. This record is
likely to be of future benefit to those who will be required to evaluate intelligence-
related aspects of parapsychology. :

The Agency took the initiative by sponsoring serious parapsychological research,

.but circumstances, biases, and fear of ridicule prevented CIA from completing a
scientific investigation of parapsychology and its relevance to national security.
During this research period, CIA was buffeted with investigations concerning
illegalities and improprieties of all sorts. This situation, perhaps properly so, raised the

. sensitivity of CIA’s involvement in unusual activities. The * Proxmire Effect,” where
- the fear that certain Government: research contracts would be claimed to be ill-
founded and held up for scorn, was another factor precluding CIA-from sensitive areas
of research. Also, there tend to be two types of reactions to parapsychology: positive or
negative, with little in between. Parapsychological data, almost by definition, are
elusive and unexplained. Add a history replete with proven frauds and many people
instantly reject the subject saying, in effect, “I would not believe this stuff even if it

" were true.” Others, who mostly have had personal “conversion™ experiences, tend to
be equally convinced that one unexplained success establishes a phenomenon. These
prejudices make it difficult to evaluate parapsychology carefully and scientifically.
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Tantalizing but incomplete data have been generated by CIA-sponsored research.

These data show, among other things, that on occasion unexplained results of genuine

intelligence significance occur. This is not to say that parapsychology is a proven

intelligence tool; it is to say that the evaluation is not yet complete and more research

. Attention is confined to psychokinetics and remote viewing. Psychokinetics is the

" purported ability of a person to interact with a machine or other object by

unexplained means. Remote viewing is akin to clairvoyance in that a person claims to
sense information about a site or person removed from a known sensory link.

Anecdotal reports of extrasensory perception (ESP) capabilities have reached
U.S. national security agencies at least since World War II, when Hitler was said to
rely on astrologers and seers. Suggestions for military applications of ESP continued to
be received after World War IL For example, in 1952 the Department of Defense was
lectured on the possible usefulness of extrasensory perception in psychological
warfare.! Over the years, reports continued to accumulate. In 1961, the reports
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. 'A Puhbarich, “On the Possible Usefulness of Extrasensory Perception in Psychological Warfare™
delivered to a 1952 Pentagon conference, The Washéngton Post, August 7, 1977.
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TSECRET— _ . ' Paropsychology
induced ane of the earliest U. S. Government parapsychology investigations when the
chief of CIA's Office of Technical Service (then the Technical Services Division)
became interested in the claims of ESP. Technical project officers soon contacted
Stephen L- Abrams, the Director of the Parapsychological Laboratory, Oxford
University, England. Under the auspices of Project ULTRA, Abrams prepared a

review article which claimed ESP was demonstrated but not understood or controlla-
- ble.* The report was rad with interest but produced no further action for another
decade.

FEe38A888RF »

- Twohsetphyslcists,Dr RusuellTargandDr Harold E. Puthoff, re-awakened
CIA research in parapsychology. Targ had been avocationally interested in parapsy-
chology for most of his adult life. As an experimentalist, he was interested in scientific
observations of parapsychology. Puthoff became interested in the field in the early
1970s. He was a theoreticiad who was explonng new fields of research after extensive
work in quantum electronics. -

In April of 1972, Targ met with CIA personnel from the Office of Scientific
Intelligence (OSI) and discussed the subject of paranormal abilities. Targ revealed that
" he had contacts with people who purported to have seen and documented some Soviet
investigations of psychokinesis. Films of Soviets moving inanimate objects by “mental
powers” were made available to analysts from OSL They, in turn, contacted personnel
from the Office of Research and Development (ORD) and OTS. An ORD Project
Officer then visited Targ who had recently joined the Stanford Research Institute
(SRI). Targ proposed that some psychohneuc verification investigations could be done
at SRI in conjunction with Puthoff. - -

These proposals were quickly followed by a laboratory demonstration. A man was
found by Targ and Puthoff who apparently had psychokinetic abilities. He was taken
‘on a-surprise visit to a superconducting shielded magnetometer being used in quark
(high energy particle) experiments by Dr. A. Hebbard of Stanford University Physics
Department. The quark experiment required that the magnetometer be as well
shielded as technology would allow. Nevertheless, when the subject placed his
.- attention on the interior of the magnetometer, the output signal was visibly disturbed,
indicating a change in the internal magnetic field. Several other correlations of his
mental efforts with signal variations were observed. These variations were never seen
before or after the visit. The event was summarized and transmitted to the Agency in
the form of a letter to an OSI analyst® and as discussions with OTS and ORD officers.

The Office of Technical Services took the first action. With the approval of the
same manager who supported the ESP studies a decade previously, an OTS project
 officer contracted for a demonstration with the previously described subject at SRL
"~ For a cost of $874, one OTS and one ORD representative worked with Targ and
" Puthoff and the previously mentioned man for a few days in August, 1972. During
this demonstration, the subject was asked to describe objects hidden out of sight by the _
'CIA personnel. The subject did well. The descriptions were so startlingly accurate that
the OTS and ORD representatives suggested that the work be continued and
expanded. The same Director of OTS reviewed the data, approved another $2,500
work order, and encouraged the development of a more complete research plan.

By October, 1972, I was the Project Officer. I was chosen because of my physics
background to work with the physicists from SRL The Office of Technical Service
funded a $50,000 expanded effort in parapsychology The expanded investigation

*S. L Abrams, “Extrasensory Perception”, Draft report, 14 Decemnber 1965. ) H
3 H. E. Puthoff; Stanford Research Institute; Letter to K. Green/OSL June 27, 1972 - N
. *Office of Technical Service Contract 8473, 1 October 1972 (CONFIDENTIAL). - ) : . A
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included tests of several abilities of both the original subject and a new one. Curious

data began to appear; the paranormal abilities seemed individualistic. For example,

one subject, by mental effort, apparentlycaused an increase in the temperature

measured by a thermistor; the action could not be duplicated by the second subject.

- The second subject was able to reproduce, with impressive accuracy, information

.. sealed inside envelopes. Under identical conditions, the first subject could reproduce

nothing. Perhaps even more disturbing, repeating the same experiment with the same

" subject did not yield consistent results. I began to have serious feelings of being
involved with a fraud.

S S Approximntely halfway through this project, the SRI contractors were invited to

.7 " review their results. After careful consideration of the security and sensitivity factors,
" the results were shared and discussed with selected Agency personnel during that and
subsequent meetings. In February,” 1973, the most recent data were reviewed;
" thereafter, several ORD officers showed defxmte interest in contributing their own
- expetdse and office funding. =

o _The possibility of a joint OTSIORD program continued to develop. The Office of
... Research and Development sent new Project Officers to SRI during February, 1873,

“, _and the reports which were brought back convinced ORD to become involved.

.. "s%. Interest was translated into actioh when ORD requested an increase in the scope of the
“.o:. offort and transferred funds to OTS.* About this time, a third sensitive subject, Pat
"* . Price, became available at SRI, and the remote viewing experiments in which a-

- subject describes his impressions of remote objects or locations began in earnest. The

. possibility that such useful abilities were renl motlvated all concerned to move ahead

T qmeklv

TR  The* eontnct required additional - mamgement review before it could be
T conhnued or its scope increased. The initial review went from OTS and ORD to Mr.
" William Colby, then the DDO. On 24 April, Mr. Colby decided that the Executive
~. Management Committee should pass judgment on this potentially sensitive project. By
) the middle of May, 1973, the approval request went through the Management
: .~ Committee, An approval memorandum was written for the signature of the DCI, then. .
*-++ Dr: James Schlesinger.® Mr. Colby took the memorandum to the DCI a few days later.
" 1 was soon told not to increase the scope of the project and not to anticipate any
- follow-on in this area. The project was too sensitive and potentially embarrassing, It
-~ -~ should be tabled. It is interesting to note that OTS was then being investigated for. .
involvement in the Watergate affair, and that in May, 1973; the DCI issued a
memorandum to all CIA employees requesting the reporting of any activities that may
.- have been illegal and improper. As Project Offlcer. clearly my sense of timing had not
L been guided by useful paranormal abilitiesd ~___——

- During the summer of 1973, SRI eontinued working informally with an OSI
s offieet on a remote viewing experiment which: eventually stimulated more CIA- _
. sponsored investigations of parapsychology. The target was a vacation property in the g—

- eastern United States. The experiment began with the passing of nothing more than
the geographic coordinates of the vacation property to the SRI physicists who, in turn,
passed them to the two subject, one of whom was Pat Price. No maps were permitted,
and the subjects were asked to give an immediate response of what they remotely
viewed at these coordinates. The subject came back with descriptions which were
apparent misses. They both talked about a military-like facility. Nevertheless, a

* C/TSD; Memorandum for Assistant De Director for Openﬂmr. Subject: Request for Approval ’
of Contract; 20 April 1873 (SECRET). Pty . !
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sﬁ'iking correlation of the two independent descriptions was noted. The correlation )
caused the OSI officer to drive to the site and investigate in more detail : :

. To the surprise of the OSI officer, he soon discovered a sensitive government g
' _ installation a few miles from the vacation property. This discovery led to a request to
have Price provide information concerning the interior workings of this:particular site. _ .
Allthedataproduoedbytbehwosub]ecuwererewewedmCMandtheAgency t
concerned. E

Theevduahonwas.asumal.mxxed.’?at?rlee.whohadnomlltaryor
’ intelhgence background, provided a list of project titles associated with current and
- past activities including one of extreme sensitivity. Also, the codename of the site was
provided. Other information concerning the physical layout of the site was accurate.

i Somemformation, suchuthenamesofthepeople at the site, proved incorrect.

: . These experiments took several months to be analyzed and reviewed within the
: Agency Now Mr. Colby was DCI, and the new directors of OTS and ORD were
favorably impressed by the data. In the fall of 1973, a Statement of Work was
outlined, and SRI was asked to propose another program. A jointly funded ORD and -
OTS program was begun in February, 1974.* The author again was the Project
Officer. The project proceeded on the premise that the phenomena existed; the
_ objective was to develop and utilize them.

" The ORD funds were devoted to basic studies such as the identification of
measurable physiological or psychological characteristics of psychic individuals, and .
the. establishment of experimental protocols for validating paranormal abilities. The
OTS funds were to evaluate the operational utility of psychic subjects without regard

_ to the detailed understanding of paranormal functioning. If the paranormal function-
ing was sufficiently reproducible, we were confident applications would be found.

. Before many months had passed, difficulties developed in the project. Our
tasking in the basic research area proved to be more extensive than time and funds
would allow. The contractors wanted to compromise by doing all of the tasks with less
completeness. The ORD scientists insisted that with such a controversial topic, fewer
but more rigorous results would be of more value. The rigor of the research became a

"t - serious issue between the ORD project officers and SRI, with myself generally taking a
~ position between the righteousness of the contractor and indignation of the research-
enSeveralmeehngsoccurredoverthatxsue.

As an example of the kinds of disputes which developed over the basic resenrch.

consider the evaluation of the significance of data from the “ESP teaching machine”

. experiments. This machine was a four-state electronic random number generator used

. to test for paranormal abilities. SRI claimed the machine randomly cycled through

" - - four states, and the subject indicates the current machine state by pressing a button.

"7 The state of the machine and the subject’s choice were recorded for later analysis. A
""" 7 subject “guessing” should, on the average, be correct 25 percent of the time. SRl had a -

' sub)l:ct who averaged a stahstneally very ngmfmnt 29 pereent for more than 2,500
tria

I requested a review of tlle experiment and analysis, and two ORD officers
qmcldy and skeptically responded. They first argued that the ESP machine was
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‘p;ﬁbly not random. They further argued the subjects probably learned the nonran-
dom machine patterns and thereby produced high scores.® During this review, it was
noted that whether the machine was rahdom or not, the data taken during the
experiment could be analyzed to determine actual machine statistics. The machine

. randomness was then unimportant, because the subject’s performance could then be

compared with actual machine performance.’* The ORD Project Officers, however,
did not believe it would be worth the effort to do the extra analysis of the actual data.

I disagreed. I had the Office of Joint Computer Services redo the data analysis.

The conclusion was that during the experiment “no evidence of nonrandomness was
discovered” and there was “no solid reason how he was able to be so successful.™! 1.
. further ordered the subject retested. He averaged more than 28 percent during

" another 2,500 trials. This information was given in written and oral form to.the ORD

" Project Officers, who maintained there must be yet another flaw in the experiment or
analysis, but it was not worth finding. Because of more pressing demands, the issue
- could not be pursued to a more definite conclusion.

Concurrent with this deteriorating state of affairs, new Directors of ORD and

| OTS were named again. Since neither Director had any background or experience in

research, the new Director of ORD reviewed the parapsychology project-

. paranormal
.- and had reservations. I requested a meeting in which'he said he could not accept this
* = reality of paranormal functioning, but he understood his bias. He said that inasmuch - .

as he could not make an objective decision in this field, he could simply follow the

- . advice of his staff. The ORD Project Officers were feeling their own frustrations and °

~ uncertainties concerning the work and now had to face this unusual kind of skepticism

.~ of their new Director. The skepticism about the believability of the phenomenon and .

7+ quality of the basic research adversely affected the opinions of many people in OTS. -
.- Support for the project was vanishing rapidly.” - L

= -  As these pressures mounted, the first intelligence cqlleciion operation using

._ '-pnnpsycbology was attempted. The taget was the Semipalatinsk Unidentified Re-

search and Development Facility-3 (URDF-3, formerly known as PNUTS). The

- - experimental collection would use our best subject, Pat Price. From experience it was

obvious that Price produced bad data as well as good. Borrowing from classical
' communication theory concepts, this “noisy channel” of information could neverthe-

-. less be useful if it were characterized. An elaborate protocol was designed which
- .., would accomplish two characterization measurements. First, we needed assurance the

channel was collecting useful data. I reviewed the photos of URDF-3 and chose two
* features which, if Price described them, would show the channel at least partially

. working. Referring to Figure la, these features were the tall crane and the four

structures resembling oil well derricks. It was agreed that if Price described these

© . -._ structures, I would be prepared to have him sign a secrecy agreement, making him

_ witting, and collect more relevant intelligence details. Secondly, after a working
.channel was thus established, a signal-to-noise or quality characterization was

" - required. This would be done by periodic tests of the channel—that is, periodically

Price would be asked to describe features of URDF-3 which were known. The
accuracy of these descriptions would be used to estimate the quality of the data we
had no obvious way of verifying. . -

*L. W. Rook; LSR/ORD; Memorandum for OTS/CB; Subject: Evidence for Non-Randomness of
Four-State Electronic Random Stimulus Generator; 12 June 1875 (CONFIDENTIAL),

.. S, L. Clanci; LSR/ORD; Memorandum for OTS/CB:; Subject: Response to Requested Critique, SRT

Random Stimulus Generator Results; 12 June 1975 (CONFID) .

" G. Burow; OJCS/AD/BD; Memorardum for Dr- Kress; Subject: Analysis of the Subject-Machine
Relationship; 8 October 1975 (CONFIDENTIAL). ot
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The iment began with my branch chief and me briefing Targ and Puthoff
in a motel. Later, at SRI, Price was briefed by Targ and Puthoff. Since Targ and
Puthoff presumably knew nothing about URDF-3, this protocol guarded against
cueing and/or telepathy. Initislly Price was given only the geographic coordinates, a
world atlas map marked with the approximate location of URDF-3, and told it was a
Soviet RD&E +est site. Overnight, he produced the drawing on the bottom right of
Figure 1b. Price further mentioned this was a “damned big crane™ because he saw a
person walk by and he only came up to the axles on the wheels (note sketch on left,
Figure 1b). This performance caught my attention; but with two more days of work,
we never heard about the derricks. Eventually, a decision was needed. Because the
cnnewusoxmpresive,mybnnchehlefandldecldedthedemchdescnpﬁon "
requlrementshouldberehxedmdwesbouldeonﬁnne. Lo

Whenthedecisxonwasmdetomke?neewntting,ldeudedtotsthim. My
branch chief and I sat in a conference room while Targ and Puthoff brought a smiling
Pat Pneemtotheroom.Iwasmtrodueeduthesponsor.andlnmmedmhelyasked
Pneelfbeknewme. . '

Yes. -
Name? . T :
 KenKrem ¢ O Lowheanin
Occupation? - .. .. . .
WorhforCIA. e ' : o ]
Since I was then a covert employee. tbe response was menmnﬁul. After having Price - -

sign a secrecy agreement, and some discussions, I confronted him again. I rolled out a
hrgevemonofﬁgurelaandaskednfhehadviewedthhme. : .

Yes, of course!
Whydldntyouseethefourdenich?

Wait, I'll check. '
Pneeclosedhneyes.putonhlsglm(he sees” bettertlntway)andmafew 0
seconds answered: “I didn't see them because they are not there any more.” Since my
data were three or four months old, there was no rejoinder to the implied accusation
that my data were not good. We proceeded and completed a voluminous data
package. o

_.In a few weeks, the latest URDF-3 reconnaissance was checked. Two derricks
were partially disassembled, but basically all four were visible. In general, most of
Price’s data were wrong or could not be evaluated. He did, nevertheless, produce some
amazing descriptions, like buildings then under ‘construction, spherical tank sections,
and the crane in Figure 1b. Two analysts, a photo interpreter at IAS" and a nuclear
analyst at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratories agreed that Price’s description of the

" crane was accurate; the nuclear analyst wrote that “one: he, the subject, actually saw it
through remote viewing, or two: he was informed what to draw by someone
knowledgeable of URDF-3.”* But, again, since there was so much bad information .
mixed in with the good, the overall result was not considered useful. As proof of : s78310
remote viewing, the data are at best inconclusive. The ORD officers concluded that
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nw. T Suand.C/BO/IAs;Memm_pdumfotDirecm OfﬁeoofTechnulS«viee;Subioa:
Evaluation of Dats on Semipalatinsk Unidentified R&D Facility No. 8, USSR; 20 August 1974 (SECRET).

1 D, Stillman; Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory; AnAndyisoEaaniewh‘E:peﬂmentof
URDF-8"; 4 December 1975 (CONFIDENTIAL). . . 3
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since there were no control experiments to compue with, the data were nothmg but :
lucky guessing.

© 1began to doubt my own ob)ectivnty in evaluating the significance of paranormal
abilities to intelligence collection. It was clear that the SRI contractors were claiming -
success while ORD advisors were saying the experiments were not meamngfui because
of poor experimental design. As a check on myself, I asked for a critique of the
" investigation from a disinterested consultant, a theoretical physicist with broad
intellectual background. His first task was to evaluate the field of parapsychology
__without knowledge of the CIA data. After he had completed this critique, I asked him
" to acquaint himself with the CIA data and then to reassess the field. The first
- investigation produced genuine interest in paranormal functioning as a valid research
. arex.. After being acquainted with CIA data, his conclusion was, “ a large body of .

3

" reliable experimental evidence points to the inescapable conclusion that extrasensory .~ .. unf
. perception does exist as a real phenomenon, albeit characterized by rarity and lack of ' 1%
reliability.™¢ This judgment by a eompetent sclentist gave impetus to continue serious am
_ Bemuseofthegenerdskephcmmdﬂwmkedmnltsoftbevanousopentioml - > ge
. experiments, a final challenge was issued by OTS management: OTS is not in the - E be
research business; do something of genuine operational significance. Price was chosen, - - im
" . and suggestions were solicited from operational personnel in both OTS and the DDO. E. sk
An intriguing idea was selected from audio operational applications: the difficult and & -
dangerous job of targeting and installing audio collection systems. A test to determine § o b
__if remote viewing could help. was suggested. The interiors of two foreign embassies & Lol
" were known to the audio teams who had made entries several years previously. Price ;! re
_ was to visit these embassies by his remote viewing capability, locate the coderooms, - - 3 w
and come up with information that might allow a member of the audio team to I’ o
«determine whether Price was likely to be of operational use in subsequent operations. B u
Price was given operationally acceptable data such as the exterior photogmphs andthe - ~ & . a
geographical coordinates of the embassies. : ? ' :’
- In both cases, Price correctly located the coderooms. He produced copious data, % <
~such as the location of interior doors and colors of marble stairs and fireplaces that . \
were accurate and specific. As usual, much was also vague and incorrect R ¥ s
the. operations officer involved concluded, “It is my considered opinion that th:s g .
technique—whatever it is—offers definite operational possibilities.’s ' 4
This result was reviewed within OTS and the DDO, and various suggestions for £

L 1}
T

MM follow-on activities were formulated.' This package of requirements, plus
the final results of the current contract, were reviewed at several meetings within OTS
o andORD The r&snltsof those meetings are as follows:

WA S

=1 AecordmgtotheORDPmiectOffieers.themeamhwunotpmdueﬂve . i:

'_ qre_veneompetent: therefore, research support to SRI was dropped. The Director &

' “J. A. Balk; “An Overview of Extrasensory Perception”; Report to CIA, 27 fanuary 1978. B
' »C/AOB andumforthonmd;sd: P Remote Viewing™s &
lm(sscénm{om ject: Parapsychology/™ lewing™; 20 Apeil ;

1 Chief/Division D/DDO; Memorandum for C/D&E; Subject: Perceptual Augmentation Tech- : '

niques; 24 January 1975 (SECRET); AC/SE/DDQ; Memorandum for C/D&E; Subject:
Augmentation Testing; 14 ]lnuu'y 1975 (SECRET); C/EA/DDQ; Memorandum for Director of Technical
Service; Subject: Exploration of Operational Potential of “Paranormals”; 3 February 1975 (SECRET);

" C/Libya/EL/NE/DDQ; Memorandum for OTS/CB; Subject: Libyan Desk Requirement for Psychic
Experiments Relating to Libya; 31 January 1875 (SECRET); C1/Staff/DDO; Memorandum for the Record;
Subhet: sm Experiment; 12 December 1974 (SECRET).

14 . " - . - .
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t : of OTS felt the OTS charter would not support research; therefore, all Agency
- funding in paranormal research stopped. -

. 2. Because of the mixed results, the- operational utility of the capability was
3 consndered questionable but deserved further testing.

- 8. To achieve better security, all the operations-oriented testing with the
contractor was stopped, and a personal services contract with Price was started.

" 4. Since I was judged to be a positively biased advocate of paranormal
funchonmg. the testing and evaluation of Price would be transferred to a more

L o pngmatic OTS operations psychologist. -

"~ The OTS psychologist picked up his new responsibilities and chose to eomplete an
unfimshed DDO requirement. The origin of the requirement went back to the fall of
- 1974 when several OTS engineers became aware of the parapsychology project in OTS
" and had volunteered to attempt remote viewing. They passed initial remote viewing
tests at SRI with some apparent successes. To test these OTS insiders further, I chose a
suggested requirement to obtain information about a Libyan site described only by its
geographic coordinates. The OTS engineers described new construction which could
be an SA-5 missile training site.'” The Libyan Desk officer was immediately
impressed. He then revealed to me that an agent had reported essentially the same

- story. More coordinates were quickly furnished but were put aside by me.

-- The second set of Libyan geographic coordinates was passed by the OTS
psychologist to Price. A report describing a guerrilla training site was quickly
. returned. It contained a map-like drawing of the complex. Price described a related
.. underwater sabotage training facility site several hundred kilometers away on the sea
. coast: This information was passed to the Libyan Desk. Some data were evaluated
" immediately, some were evaluated only after ordering special reconnaissance cover-
age. New information produced by Price was verified by the reconnaissance. The
"underwater sabotage training facility description was similar to a collateral agent’s
report. The Libyan Desk officer quickly escalated the requirement to what was going
. - - on inside those buildings, the plans and intentions, etc.'* The second requirements list
.." was passed to Pat Price. Price died of a heart attack a few days later, and the program R
" . stopped. There have been no further CIA-sponsored intelligence collection tests. C

; Since July, 1975, there has been only modest CIA and Intelligence Community
_ Staff interest in parapsychology. The Office of Scientific Intelligence completed a
. study about Soviet military and KGB applied parapsychology.’* During November of
1976, Director George Bush became aware that official Soviets were visiting and
- questioning Puthoff and Targ at SRI about their work in parapsychology. Mr. Bush
- ¥~ .. requested and received a briefing on CIA’s investigations into parapsychology. Before
<+~ there was any official reaction, he left the-Agency. Various intelligence community
" «r groups, such as the Human Resources Subcommittee.on R&D, have exhaustively
_ reviewed parapsychology in CIA, DOD, and the open research, but have failed to
conclude whether parapsychology is or is not a worthwhile area for futher investiga-
tion. Several proposals from SRI and other contractors were received by CIA but none
were accepted. There are no current plans for CIA to fund parapsychology
inthigatnons. .
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"O’I'S/SDB;NotelonanwithF P.EL,C}., K G, and V. C, January 1975 (SECRET).

o “ DDO/NE; Memorandum for OTS/BAB; Subjed: ExperhnenthoﬂecﬁonAcﬂvity Relating to
/ Libya; 8 October 1875 (SECRET). -

: # » T, Hamilton; LSD/OSI; “Soviet and East European Panpyehology Research,” ST 771001, Apeil
' 1977 (SECRET/NOFORN).
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Postscript _

- At this point, 1 have traced the action and reaction of various elements of CIA to
what is certainly an unconventional and highly controversial subject. Also of interest
_are the concurrent reactions of other agencies to parapsychology. In August, 1973,
parapsychology was discussed with several members of DIA. The DIA people were
basically interested in the Soviet activities in this area, and expressed considerable _
‘interest in our own fledgling results. Numerous meetings have occurred during the
pastseveralymDIAremaimmterestedonahwpﬁoﬁtybm o
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diseovered the Army interest was generated by data which emerged from Vietnam. -

- Apparently certain individuals called point men, who led patrols into hostile territory,

had far fewer casualties from booby traps and ambushes than the average. These point

men, needless to say, had a loyal following of men and, in general, greatly helped the

morale of their troops under a brutal, stressful situation. The Army gave extensive

- physical and psychological tests to a group of unusually successful point men and

" came to no conclusion other than perhaps that paranormal capabilities may be the

. " explanationl The Army was most interested in CIA results and wanted to stay closely

“ " informed. After a few more follow-up meeungs, the Army Materiel Command was

never heard from again.
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. The Defense Advanced Ruurch Projects Agency (DARPA) reported that they .
had not only a showing of interest but a hostile response as well to the subject area. At .
- .- . one time, we felt we had the strong interest of some people at DARPA to discuss our :
" °" data. The SRI contractors and I went to a briefing where we had a several-hour - . B T
" confrontation with an assemblage of hostile DARPA people who had been convened oo T
especially to debunk our results. After a long, inconclusive, emotional discussnon. we
left. Contacts with DARPA stopped for sevenl years. ' : ;
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TheNavyrmewedpartoftheworkandbeeomeinterested.Somagroups !
developed strong interest, and minor funding was provided to SRI by Navy to
replicate one of SRI’s earlier experiments under more controlled conditions. The

. experiment was replicated. Then the Navy asked SRI to repeat the same experiment
under different conditions. An' effect was observed, but it was not the same as the 8
previous observations. About this same time, the Navy became very concerned about T,
this mea:ch bemg “mind warfare -related. Fundmg was stopped.
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- 'l‘he active flmding for panpsycbology now has shifted to the Air Force's Foreign
_ ' Technology Division with the addition of modest testing being completed by another
o group at DARPA. These investigations are not yet completed, but a second phase is
- - funded by the Air Force. The Air Force project is attempting to evaluate whether
signals and communications can be sent and received by paranormal functioning. Also ‘
aircraft and missile intelligence which can be verified is being gathered and -~

evaluated. To date the results are more consistent than those seen during the CIA

research, but still they are mixed. Some simple experiments seemed very unpresswe

and conclusxve. The more complex experiments are difficult to assess. _

B R

In the non-govemment world an exploston of lnterest in unclassified pa.rapsychol-
ogy research occurred after the first publication of CIA-sponsored projects. Books have
. been written, prestigious professional societies have had sessions on parapsychology,

16 _ o ' . ——SEEREF—
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and several national news reports have been broadcast and printed.* Director Turner
of CIA .t } revealed publicly that CIA has had operational interest in parapsychology.! The open
o o i publication of these investigations is generally healthy and helpful. It shows a
interest { reduction of associated emotionalism and bias. These publications wnll also stimulate
:;lt'e tv973 !‘ other scientific lnvestigahons into parapsychology.
mdm;f: é ' There is a less positive aspect to open interest and publications. Before adequate
uring the . assessment was made by CIA and others, we may have allowed some important
" pational security information out into the public domain. It is my opinion that, as it
' relates to intelligence, sufficient understanding and assessment of parapsychology has -
ol not been achieved. There are observations, such as the original magnetic experiments
r,'; We . at Stanford University, the OSI remote viewing, the OTS-coderoom experiments, and
“letnam, .- others done for the Department of Defense, that defy explanation. Coincidence is not
emtof-y, . likely, and fraud has not been discovered. .The imphcahon of these data cannot be
o 3 determined ustil the assessment is done. -
e )
ctensive Hy _ If the above is true, how is it that the phenomenon remains controversial and
en and 3 receives so little official government support? Why is it that the proper assessment was
be the ‘ never made? This state of affairs occurs because of the elementary understanding of
closely : parapsychology and because of the peculiarities of the intelligence and military
2d was : organizations which have attempted the assessments. There is no fundamental '
understanding of the mechanisms of paranormal functioning, and the reproducibility i
’ remains poor. The research and experiments have successfully demonstrated abilities - :
t they : but have not explained them nor made them reproducible. Past and current support of
ea. At parapsychology comes from applications-oriented intelligence and military agencies.
s ou The people managing such agencies demand quick and relevant results. The
-bqur _ intelligence and military agencies, therefore, press for results before there is sufficient -
-'enec; . experimental reproducibility or understanding of the physical mechanisms. Unless
there is a major breakthrough in understanding, the situation is not likely to change as
» we -, long as applications-oriented. agencies are funding parapsychology. Agencies must
- commit long-term basic research funds and learn to confine attention to testing only
abilities which at least appear reproduciblé enough to be used to augment other hard
ups collection techniques (example: use parapsychology to help target hard intelligence
v to collection techniques and determine if the take is thereby increased). Parapsychology, .
The like other technical issues, can then rise or fall on its merits and not stumble over
1ent bureaucratic charters and conjectures proposed by people who are irrevocably on one
the - side or the other in the controversial area.
out - Do
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Transfer Over Kilometer Distances; Historical Perspective and Recent Research™; Proceedings of the IEEE, .-
LﬂV(MucthG.NumberS.M):l\.TﬂglndH.?uthoﬁ “MindBualehSclenﬂ.ﬂ!Looklt'.'
Psychic Ability™; Delacarte Press (1977); J. Wilhelm; “The Search for Superman™; Dell (1974); IEEE
Confeleneooan.SysmMCybemeﬂn lshlngton(lmandlm)-NBCNighﬂme4md5
August 1976; NBC Today; 9 August 1876; J. Wilhelm, “Psychic Spying?™; The Washington Post, Outlook
Section, August 7, 1977,

4 J. O'Leary, “Turner Denies CIA Bugging of South Korea's Park,” The Washingion .Sur. 9 August
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1977,
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An untapped collection possibility

PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN INTELLIGENCE:
A PERSONAL REVIEW AND CONCLUSIONS

Dr. Kenneth A. Kress

The Central Intelligence Agency has investigated the controversial phenomenon
called parapsychology as it relates to intelligence collection. The author was involved
with many aspects of the last such investigations. This paper summarizes selected
highlights of the experiences of the author and others. The intent is not historical
completeness. Files are available for those interested in details. Instead the intent is to
record some certainly interesting and possibly useful data and opinions. This record is
likely to be of future benefit to those who will be required to evaluate intelligence- N

related aspects of parapsvchology. ,

The Agency took the initiative by sponsoring serious parapsychological research,
but circumstances, biases, and fear of ridicule prevented CIA from completing a
scientific investigation of parapsychology and its relevance to national security.
During this research period, CIA was buffeted with investigations concerning
illegalities and improprieties of all sorts. This situation, perhaps properly so, raised the
sensitivity of CIA's involvement in unusual activities. The * Proxmire Effect,” where
the fear that certain Government research contracts would be claimed to be ill-
founded and held up for scorn, was another factor preciuding CIA from sensitive areas
of research. Also, there tend to be two types of reactions to parapsychology: positive or
negative, with little in between. Parapsvchological data, almost by definition, are
elusive and unexplained. Add a history replete with proven frauds and many people
instantly reject the subject saying, in effect, 1 would not believe this stuff even if it
were true.” Others, who mostly have had personal “conversion™ experiences, tend to
be equally convinced that one unexplained success establishes a phenomenon. These
prejudices make it difficult to evaluate parapsychology carefully and scientifically.

Tantalizing but incomplete data have been generated by CIA-sponsored research.
These data show, among other things, that on occasion unexplained results of genuine
intelligence significance occur. This is not to say that parapsychology is a proven
intelligence tool; it is to say that the evaluation is not yet complete and more research

is needed.
Attention is confined to psychokinetics and remote viewing. Psychokinetics is the
purported ability of a person to interact with a machine or other object by

unexplained means. Remote viewing is akin to clairvoyance in that a person claims to
sense information about a site or person removed from a known sensory link.
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Anecdotal reports of extrasensory perception (ESP) capabilities have reached
: U.S. national security agencies at least since World War II, when Hitler was said to
H rely on astrologers and seers. Suggestions for military applications of ESP continued to
oo be received after World War II. For example, in 1952 the Department of Defense was
X lectured on the possible usefulness of extrasensory perception in psychological
warfare.! Over the years, reports continued to accumulate. In 1961, the reports

! ' A. Puharich, “On the Possible Usefulness of Extrasensory Perception in Psychological Warfare™
delivered to a 1952 Pentagon conference, The Washington Post, August 7, 1977.
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induced ane of the earliest U. S. Government parapsvchology investigations when the
chief of CIA's Office of Technical Service (then the Technical Services Division)
became interested in the claims of ESP. Technical project officers soon contacted -
Stephen I. Abrams, the Director of the Parapsychological Laboratory, Oxford
University, England. Under the auspices of Project ULTRA, Abrams prepared a
review article which claimed ESP was demonstrated but not understood or controlla-

ble.* The report was read with interest but produced no further action for another
decade.

Two laser physicists, Dr. Russell Targ and Dr. Harold E. Puthoff, re-awakened
CIA research in parapsychology. Targ had been avocationally initerested in parapsy-
chology for most of his adult life. As an experimentalist, he was interested in scientific
observations of parapsychology. Puthoff became interested in the field in the early
1970s. He was a theoretician who was exploring new fields of research after extensive
work in quantum electronics.

In April of 1972, Targ met with CIA personnel from the Office of Scientific
Intelligence (OSI) and discussed the subject of paranormal abilities. Targ revealed that
he had contacts with people who purported to have seen and documented some Soviet
investigations of psychokinesis. Films of Soviets moving inanimate objects by “mental
powers” were made available to analysts from OSL They, in turn, contacted personnel ; : Ir
from the Office of Research and Development (ORD) and OTS. An ORD Project : ef
Officer then visited Targ who had recently joined the Stanford Research Institute P
(SRI). Targ proposed that some psychokmehc verification investigations could be done v sL
at SR! in conjunction with Puthoff.
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These proposals were quickly followed by a laboratory demonstration. A man was
found by Targ and Puthoff who apparently had psychokinetic abilities. He was taken
on a surprise visit to a superconducting shielded magnetometer being used in quark
(high energy particle) experiments by Dr. A. Hebbard of Stanford University Physics
Department. The quark experiment required that the magnetometer be as well
shielded as technology would allow. Nevertheless, when the subject placed his
attention on the interior of the magnetometer, the output signal was visibly disturbed,
indicating a change in the internal magnetic field. Several other correlations of his
mental efforts with signal variations were observed. These variations were never seen
before or after the visit. The event was summarized and transmitted to the Agency in
the form of a letter to an OSI analyst® and as discussions with OTS and ORD officers .

The Office of Technical Services took the first action. With the approval of the
same manager who supported the ESP studies a decade previously, an OTS project
officer contracted for a demonstration with the previously described subject at SRL
For a cost of $874, one OTS and one ORD representative worked with Targ and
Puthoff and the previously mentioned man for a few days in August, 1972. During
this demonstration, the subject was asked to describe objects hidden out of sight by the
CIA personnel. The subject did well. The descriptions were so startlingly accurate that
the OTS and ORD representatives suggested that the work be continued and
expanded. The same Director of OTS reviewed the data, approved another $2,500 '
work order, and encouraged the development of a more complete research plan.

By October, 1972, I was the Project Officer. I was chosen because of my physics
background to work with the physicists from SRI The Office of Technical Service
funded a $50,000 expanded effort in parapsychology.* The expanded investigation
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*S, I Abrams, “Extrasensory Perception”, Draft report, 14 December 1965. o
*H. E. Puthoff; Stanford Research Institute; Letter to K. Green/OSI, June 27, 1972 .
* Office of Technical Service Contract 8473, 1 October 1972 (CONFIDENTIAL). : A
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Parapsychology

included tests of several abilities of both the original subject and a new ane. Curious
data began to appear; the paranormal abilities seemed individualistic. For example,
one subject, by mental effort, apparently ‘caused an increase in the temperature
measured by a thermistor; the action could not be duplicated by the second subject.
The second subject was able to reproduce, with impressive accuracy, information
sealed inside envelopes. Under identical conditions, the first subject could reproduce
nothing. Perhaps even more disturbing, repeating the same experiment with the same
subject did not yield consistent results. I began to have serious feelings of being
involved with a fraud.

Approximately halfway through this project, the SRI contractors were invited to
review their results. After careful consideration of the security and sensitivity factors,
the results were shared and discussed with selected Agency personnel during that and
subsequent meetings. In February, 1973, the most recent data were reviewed;
thereafter, several ORD officers showed definite interest in contributing their own
expertise and office funding,

The possibility of a joint OTS/ORD program continued to develop. The Office of
Research and Development sent new Project Officers to SRI during February, 1973,
and the reports which were brought back convinced ORD to become involved.
Interest was translated into action when ORD requested an increase in the scope of the
effort and transferred funds to OTS.® About this time, a third sensitive subject, Pat
Price, became available at SRI, and the remote viewing experiments in which a
subject describes his impressions of remote objects or locations began in earnest. The
possibility that such useful abilities were real motivated all concerned to move ahead
quickly.

The contract required additional management review before it could be
continued or its scope increased. The initial review went from OTS and ORD to Mr.
William Colby, then the DDO. On 24 April, Mr. Colby decided that the Executive
Management Committee should pass judgment on this potentially sensitive project. By
the middle of May, 1973, the approval request went through the Management
Committee. An approval memorandum was written for the signature of the DCI, then
Dr. James Schlesinger.® Mr. Colby took the memorandum to the DCI a few days later.
1 was soon told not to increase the scope of the project and not to anticipate any
follow-on in this area. The project was too sensitive and potentially embarrassing. It
should be tabled. It is interesting to note that OTS was then being investigated for
involvement in the Watergate affair, and that in May, 1973, the DCI issued a
memorandum to all CIA employees requesting the reporting of any activities that may
have been illegal and improper. As Project Officer, clearly my sense of timing had not

been guided by useful paranormal abilitiess - —

During the summer of 1973, SRI continued working informally with an OSI
officer on a remote viewing experiment which eventually stimulated more CIA-
sponsored investigations of parapsychology. The target was a vacation property in the
eastern United States. The experiment began with the passing of nothing more than
the geographic coordinates of the vacation property to the SRI physicists who, in,turn,
passed them to the two subject, one of whom was Pat Price. No maps were permitted,
and the subjects were asked to give an immediate response of what they remotely
viewed at these coordinates. The subject came back with descriptions which were
apparent misses. They both talked about a military-like facility. Nevertheless, a

* C/TSD; Memorandum for Assistant Deputy Director for Operations; Subject: Request for Approval
of Contract; 20 April 1973 (SECRET).

*W. E. Colby; DDO; Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence; Subieét: Reguest for
Approval of Contract; 4 May 1973 (SECRET). '
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striking correlation of the two independent descriptions was noted. The correlation
caused the OSI officer to drive to the site and investigate in more detail.

Ladenaba e [ o oad o L L 2 0

To the surprise of the OSI officer, he soon discovered a sensitive government
installation a few miles from the vacation property. This discovery led to a request to
have Price provide information concerning the interior workings of this-particular site. *
All the data produced by the two subjects were reviewed in CIA and the Agency -
concerned.

The evaluation was, as usual, mixed.” Pat Price, who had no military or
intelligence background, provided a list of project titles associated with current and
past activities including one of extreme sensitivity. Also, the codename of the site was 1
provided. Other information concerning the physical layout .of the site was accurate. 1
Some information, such as the names of the people at the site, proved incorrect

-

These experiments took several months to be analyzed and reviewed within the
Agency. Now Mr. Colby was DCI, and the new directors of OTS and ORD were
favorably impressed by the data. In the fall of 1973, a Statement of Work was :
outlined, and SRI was asked to propose another program. A jointly funded ORD and H
OTS program was begun in February, 1974.* The author again was the Project :
Officer. The project proceeded on the premise that the phenomena existed; the
objective was to develop and utilize them.

The ORD funds were devoted to basic studies such as the identification of
measurable physiological or psvchological characteristics of psychic individuals, and
the establishment of experimental protocois for validating paranormal abilities. The
OTS funds were to evaluate the operational utility of psychic subjects without regard 1
to the detailed understanding of paranormal functioning. If the paranormal function- :
ing was sufficiently reproducible, we were confident applications would be found. -

R E TR

Before many months had passed. difficulties developed in the project. Our
tasking in the basic research area proved to be more extensive than time and funds
would allow. The contractors wanted t6 compromise by doing all of the tasks with less
completeness. The ORD scientists insisted that with such a controversial topic, fewer
but more rigorous results would be of more value. The rigor of the research became a
serious issue between the ORD project officers and SRI, with myself generally taking a
position between the righteousness of the contractor and indignation of the research-
ers. Several meetings occurred over that issue.

As an example of the kinds of disputes which developed over the basic research,
consider the evaluation of the significance of data from the “ESP teaching machine”
experiments. This machine was a four-state electronic random number generator used .
to test for paranormal abilities. SRI claimed the machine randomly cycled through '
four states, and the subject indicates the current machine state by pressing a button.
The state of the machine and the subject’s choice were recorded for later analysis. A i
subject “guessing™ should, on the average, be correct 25 percent of the time. SRI had a :
subject who averaged a statistically very significant 29 percent for more than 2,500
trials.

I requested a review of the experiment and analysis, and two ORD officers
quickly and skeptically responded. They first argued that the ESP machine was *

'K. Green; LSD/OSL; Memorandum for the Record; Subject: Verification of Remote Viewing
Experiments at Stanford Research Institute: 9 November 1973.
(SECRET) .

* Office c:.)f Technical Service Contract, FAN 4125-4099 Office of Research and Development
Contract, FAN 4162-8103; 1 February 1974 (CONFIDENTIAL).
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possibly not random. They further argued the subjects probably learned the nonran-
dom machine patterns and thereby produced high scores.® During this review, it was
noted that whether the machine was random or not, the data taken during the
experiment could be analyzed to determine actual machine statistics. The machine
randomness was then unimportant, because the subject’s performance could then be
compared with actual machine performance.!® The ORD Project Officers, however,
did not believe it would be worth the effort to do the extra analysis of the actual data.

I disagreed. I had the Office of Joint Computer Services redo the data analysis.
The conclusion was that during the experiment “no evidence of nonrandomness was
discovered™ and there was “no solid reason how he was able to be so successful.”™! I
further ordered the subject retested. He averaged more than 28 percent during
another 2,500 trials. This information was given in written and oral form to.the ORD
Project Officers, who maintained there must be yet another flaw in the experiment or
analysis, but it was not worth finding. Because of more pressing demands, the issue
could not be pursued to a more definite conclusion.

Concurrent with this deteriorating state of affairs, new Directors of ORD and
OTS were named again. Since neither Director had any background or experience in
paranormal research, the new Director of ORD reviewed the parapsvchology project
and had reservations. I requested a meeting in which he said he could not accept this
reality of paranormal functioning, but he understood his bias. He said that inasmuch
as he could not make an objective decision in this field, he could simply follow the
advice of his staff. The ORD Project Officers were feeling their own frustrations and
uncertainties concerning the work and now had to face this unusual kind of skepticism
of their new Director. The skepticism about the believability of the phenomenon and
quality of the basic research adversely affected the opinions of many people in OTS.
Support for the project was vanishing rapidly.

As these pressures mounted, the first intelligence collection operation using
parapsychology was attempted. The taget was the Semipalatinsk Unidentified Re-
search and Development Facilitv-3 (URDF-3, formerly known as PNUTS). The
experimental collection would use our best subject, Pat Price. From experience it was
obvious that Price produced bad data as well as good. Borrowing from classical
communication theory concepts, this “noisy channel” of information could neverthe-
less be useful if it were characterized. An elaborate protocol was designed which
would accomplish two characterization measurements. First, we needed assurance the
channel was collecting useful data. I reviewed the photos of URDF-3 and chose two
features which, if Price described them, would show the channel at least partially
working. Referring to Figure la, these features were the tall crane and the four
structures resembling oil well derricks. It was agreed that if Price described these
structures, I would be prepared to have him sign a secrecy agreement, making him
witting, and collect more relevant intelligence details. Secondly, after a working
channel was thus established, a signal-to-noise or quality characterization was
required. This would be done by periodic tests of the channel—that is, periodically
Price would be asked to describe features of URDF-3 which were known. The
accuracy of these descriptions would be used to estimate the quality of the data we
had no obvious way of verifying. '

*1. W. Rook: LSR/ORD; Memorandum for OTS/CB; Subject: Evidence for Non-Randomness of
Four-State Electronic Random Stimulus Generator; 12 June 1975 (CONFIDENTIAL).

» S, L. Cianci; LSR/ORD; Memorandum for OTS/CB; Subject: Response to Requested Critique, SRI
Random Stimulus Generator Results; 12 June 1975 (CONFIDENTIAL). ' :

" G. Burow; OJCS/AD/BD; Memorandum for Dr. Kress; Subject: Analysis of the Subject-Machine
Relationship; 8 October 1975 (CONFIDENTIAL).
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The experiment began with my branch chief and me briefing Targ and Puthoff
in a motel. Later, at SRI, Price was briefed by Targ and Puthoff. Since Targ and
Puthoff presumably knew nothing about URDF-3, this protocol guarded against
cueing and/or telepathy. Initially Price was given only the geographic coordinates, a .
world atlas map marked with the approximate location of URDF-3, and told it was a
Soviet RD&E est site. Overnight, he produced the drawing on the bottom right of .
Figure 1b. Price further mentioned this was a “damned big crane™ because he saw a P
person walk by and he only came up to the axles on the wheels (note sketch on left, e
Figure 1b). This performance caught my attention; but with two more days of work, i
we never heard about the derricks. Eventually, a2 decision was needed. Because the
crane was so impressive, my branch chief and I decided the derricks description

requirement should be relaxed and we should continue. , -
When the decision was made to make Price witting, I decided to test him. My _
branch chief and I sat in a conference room while Targ and Puthoff brought a smiling Il
Pat Price into the room. I was introduced as the sponsor, and I immediately asked
Price if he knew me. ' T
Yes.
Name? :
Ken Kress. . . -1 PR
Occupation?
Works for CIA. i
Since [ was then a covert employee, the response was meaningful. After having Price ‘
sign a secrecy agreement, and some discussions, I confronted him again. I rolled out a i *
large version of Figure 1a and asked if he had viewed this site. )
Yes, of course! i
Why didn’t you see the four derricks?
Wait, I'll check. ’
Price closed his eves, put on his glasses (he “sees” better that way) and in a few : )
seconds answered- “I didn't see them because they are not there any more.” Since my ¥
data were three or four months old, there was no rejoinder to the implied accusation . —~—
that my data were not good. We proceeded and completed a voluminous data
package.
In a few weeks, the latest URDF-3 reconnaissance was checked. Two derricks —

were partially disassembled, but basically all four were visible. In general, most of

Price’s data were wrong or could not be evaluated. He did, nevertheless, produce some

amazing descriptions, like buildings then under construction, spherical tank sections,

and the crane in Figure 1b. Two analysts, a photo interpreter at IAS** and a nuclear

analyst at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratories agreed that Price’s description of the

crane was accurate; the nuclear analyst wrote that “‘one: he, the subject, actually saw it

through remote viewing, or two: he was informed what to draw by someone

knowledgeable of URDF-3.”** But, again, since there was so much bad information .

mixed in with the good, the overall result was not considered useful. As proof of 875310
remote viewing, the data are at best inconclusive. The ORD officers concluded that

uW. T. Strand; C/ESO/IAS; Memorandum for Director, Office of Technical Service; Subject:
Evaluation of Data on Semipalatinsk Unidentified R&D Facility No. 3, USSR: 20 August 1974 (SECRET).

» D, Stillman; Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory; “An Analysis of a Remote Viewing Experiment of
URDF-3"; 4 December 1975 (CONFIDENTIAL). .
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since there were no control experiments to compare with, the data were nothing but
lucky guessing.

I began to doubt my own objectivity in evaluating the significance of paranormal
abilities to intelligence collection. It was clear that the SRI contractors were claiming
success while ORD advisors were saying the experiments were not meaningful because
of poor experimental design. As a check on myself, I asked for a critique of the -
investigation from a disinterested consultant, a theoretical physicist with broad
intellectual background. His first task was to evaluate the field of parapsychology :
without knowledge of the CIA data. After he had completed this critique, I asked him 4
to acquaint himself with the CIA data and then to reassess the field. The first
investigation produced genuine interest in paranormal functioning as a valid research t
area. After being acquainted with CIA data, his conclusion was, ™ a large body of

reliable experimental evidence points to the inescapable conclusion that extrasensory “‘“_f
perception does exist as a real phenomenon, albeit characterized by rarity and lack of 19
reliability.”* This judgment by a competent scientist gave impetus to continue serious [ am
inquiry into parapsychology. ! :es
u
Because of the general skepticism and the mixed results of the various operational 5 gef
experiments, a final challenge was issued by OTS management: OTS is not in the i be
research business; do something of genuine operational significance. Price was chosen, : i
and suggestions were solicited from operational personnel in both OTS and the DDO. 1-_ st
An intriguing idea was selected from audio operational applicatiouns: the difficult and t
dangerous job of targeting and installing audio collection svstems. A test to determine :
if remote viewing could help was suggested. The interiors of two foreign embassies ! s
were known to the audio teams who had made entries several vears previously. Price : re
was to visit these embassies by his remote viewing capability, locate the coderooms, : w
and come up with information that might allow a member of the audio team to H &
determine whether Price was likely to be of operational use in subsequent operations. : u
Price was given operationally acceptable data such as the exterior photographs and the : a'
geographical coordinates of the embassies. ; :'
t
In both cases, Price correctly located the coderooms. He produced copious data, c
such as the location of interior doors and colors of marble stairs and fireplaces that \

were accurate and specific. As usual, much was also vague and incorrect. Regardless, . :
the operations officer involved concluded, “It is my considered opinion that this )
technique—whatever it is—offers definite operational possibilities.** ;

This result was reviewed within OTS and the DDO, and various suggestions for
potential follow-on activities were formulated.'® This package of requirements, plus
the final results of the current contract, were reviewed at several meetings within OTS
and ORD. The results of those meetings are as follows:

1. According to the ORD Project Officers, the research was not productive
or even competent; therefore, research support to SRI was dropped. The Director

1. A Ball; “An Overview of Extrasensory Perception™; Report to CIA, 27 January 1975.

» C/AOB/OTS; Memorandum for the Record; Subject: Parapsychology/"Remote Viewing™; 20 April
1976 (SECRET). '

1 Chief/Division D/DDQ; Memorandum for C/D&E; Subject: Perceptual Augmentation Tech-
niques; 24 January 1975 (SECRET); AC/SE/DDO; Memorandum for C/D&E; Subject: Perceptual
Augmentation Testing; 14 January 1975 (SECRET); C/EA/DDO; Memorandum for Director of Technical
Service; Subject: Exploration of Operational Potential of “Paranormals™; 5 February 1975 (SECRET);
C/Libya/EL/NE/DDQ; Memorandum for OTS/CB; Subject: Libyan Desk Requirement for Psychic
Experiments Relating to Libya; 31 January 1975 (SECRET); CI/Staff/DDQ: Memorandum for the Record;
Subject: SRI Experiment; 12 December 1974 (SECRET).
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of OTS felt the OTS charter would not support research; therefore, all Agency
funding in paranormal research stopped.

2. Because of the mixed resulits, the-operational utility of the capability was
considered questionable but deserved further testing. |

ey .

3. To achieve better security, all the operations-oriented testing with the
contractor was stopped, and a personal services contract with Price was started.

4. Since I was judged to be a positively biased advocate of paranormal
functioning, the testing and evaluation of Price would be transferred to a more
i pragmatic OTS operations psychologist.

> L]

The OTS psychologist picked up his new responsibilities and chose to complete an
s unfinished DDO requirement. The origin of the requirement went back to the fall of
3 1974 when several OTS engineers became aware of the parapsvchology project in OTS
3 and had volunteered to attempt remote viewing. They passed initial remote viewing
tests at SRI with some apparent successes. To test these OTS insiders further, I chose a
suggested requirement to obtain information about a Libyan site described only by its
geographic coordinates. The OTS engineers described new construction which could
1 be an SA-3 missile training site.'” The Libvan Desk officer was immediately
impressed. He then revealed to me that an agent had reported essentially the satme
storv. More coordinates were quickly furnished but were put aside by me.

The second set of Libvan geographic coordinates was passed by the OTS
psvchologist to Price. A report describing a guerrilla training site was quickly
returned. It contained a map-like drawing of the complex. Price described a related
underwater sabotage training facility site several hundred kilometers away on the sea
coast. This information was passed to the Libyan Desk. Some data were evaluated
immediately, some were evaluated only after ordering special reconnaissance cover-
T age. New information produced by Price was verified by the reconnaissance. The
" underwater sabotage training facility description was similar to a collateral agent's
report. The Libyvan Desk officer quickly escalated the requirement to what was going
. on inside those buildings, the plans and intentions, ete.!® The second requirements list

j was passed to Pat Price. Price died of a heart attack a few days later, and the program
’ stopped. There have been no further CIA-sponsored intelligence collection tests.

Since July, 1975, there has been only modest CIA and Intelligence Community
Staff interest in parapsychology. The Office of Scientific Intelligence compieted a
study about Soviet military and KGB applied parapsychology.** During November of
1976, Director George Bush became aware that official Soviets were visiting and
questioning Puthoff and Targ at SRI about their work in parapsychology. Mr. Bush
; requested and received a briefing on CIA’s investigations into parapsychology. Before

there was any official reaction, he left the-Agency. Various intelligence community
. groups, such as the Human Resources Subcommittee on R&D, have exhaustively
; reviewed parapsychology in CIA, DOD, and the open research, but have failed to
conclude whether parapsychology is or is not a worthwhile area for futher investiga-
tion. Several proposals from SRI and other contractors were received by CIA but none
were accepted. There are no current plans for CIA to fund parapsycholbgy
investigations.

¥ QTS/SDB; Notes on Interviews with F. P., E. L., C. ], K. G., and V. C,, January 1975 (SECRET).

“ DDO/NE; Memorandum for OTS/BAB; Subject: Experimental Collection Activity Relating to
Libya; 8 October 1975 (SECRET).

_ ¥ T, Hamilton; LSD/OSI; “Soviet and East European Parapsychology Research,” SI 77-10012, April
L 1977 (SECRET/NOFORN).
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At this point, I have traced the action and reaction of various elements of CIA to
what is certainly an unconventional and highly controversial subject. Also of interest
are the concurrent reactions of other agencies to parapsychology. In August, 1973, - :
parapsychology was discussed with several members of DIA. The DIA people were -
basically interested in the Soviet activities in this area, and expressed considerable
interest in our own fledgling results. Numerous meetings have occurred during the
past several years. DIA remains interested on a low priority basis.

- e -

The Army Materiel Command learned of CIA interest in the paranormal. We
discovered the Army interest was generated by data which emerged from Vietnam.
Apparently certain individuals called point men, who led patrols into hostile territory,
had far fewer casualties from booby traps and ambushes than the average. These point
men, needless to say, had a loyal following of men and, in general, greatly helped the
morale of their troops under a brutal, stressful situation. The Army gave extensive
physical and psychological tests to a group of unusually successful point men and
came to no conclusion other than perhaps that paranormal capabilities may be the
explanation! The Army was most interested in CIA results and wanted to stay closely , -
informed. After a few more follow-up meetings, the Army Materiel Command was .

never heard from again.

M s~ 8 et ee e e

e T

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) reported that they
had not only a showing of interest but a hostile response as well to the subject area. At
one time, we felt we had the strong interest of some people at DARPA to discuss our
data. The SRI contractors and [ went to a briefing where we had a several-hour
confrontation with an assemblage of hostile DARPA people who had been convened
especially to debunk our results. After a long, inconclusive, emotional discussion. we
left. Contacts with DARPA stopped for several years.

. e

The Navy reviewed part of the work and became interested. Some groups - " h
developed strong interest, and minor funding was provided to SRI by Navy to !
replicate one of SRI's earlier experiments under more controlled conditions. The
experiment was replicated. Then the Navy asked SRI to repeat the same experiment
under different conditions. An effect was observed, but it was not the same as the
previous observations. About this same time, the Navy became very concerned about
this research being “mind warfare™-related. Funding was stopped.

The active funding for parapsychology now has shifted to the Air Force’s Foreign
Technology Division with the addition of modest testing being completed by another
group at DARPA. These investigations are not yet completed, but a second phase is
funded by the Air Force. The Air Force project is attempting to evaluate whether
signals and communications can be sent and received by paranormal functioning. Also
aircraft and missile intelligence which can be verified is being gathered and .
evaluated. To date the results are more consistent than those seen during the CIA :
research, but still they are mixed. Some simple experiments seemed very impressive
and conclusive. The more complex experiments are difficult to assess.

In the non-government world an explosion of interest in unclassified parapsychol-
ogy research occurred after the first publication of CIA-sponsored projects. Books have
been written, prestigious professional societies have had sessions on parapsychology, ‘ -
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4 and several national news reports have been broadcast and printed.*® Director Turner
F revealed publicly that CIA has had operational interest in parapsychology.** The open
)f CIA to ' publication of these investigations is generally healthy and helpful. It shows a
{ interest _ reduction of associated emotionalism and bias. These publications wxll also stxmulate
;: 1973, : other scientific investigations into parapsychology.
e w :
'idera;;: . There is a less positive aspect to open interest and publications. Before adequate
ring the ; assessment was made by CIA and others, we may have allowed some important
3 national security information out into the public domain. It is my opinion that, as it
E relates to intelligence, sufficient understanding and assessment of parapsychology has
al 1 not been achieved. There are observations, such as the original magnetic experiments
We ? at Stanford University, the OSI remote viewing, the OTS-coderoom experiments, and
-e!fnam, ; others done for the Department of Defense, that defy explanation. Coincidence is not
:nto.ry, { likely, and fraud has not been discovered. .The 1mphcahon of these data cannot be
;dp:l:t determined until the assessment is done. )
e :
‘ensive : If the above is true, how is it that the phenomenon remains controversial and
n and receives so little official government support? Why is it that the proper assessment was
e the i never made? This state of affairs occurs because of the elementary understanding of
losely : parapsychology and because of the peculiarities of the intelligence and military
was : organizations which have attempted the assessments. There is no fundamental i
: i understanding of the mechanisms of paranormal functioning, and the reproducibility
{ remains poor. The research and experiments have successfully demonstrated abilities
they : but have not explained them nor made them reproducible. Past and current support of
1 At : parapsychology comes from applications-oriented intelligence and military agencies.
: ;uur ! The people managing such agencies demand quick and relevant results. The
0ur ¢ intelligence and military agencies, therefore, press for results before there is sufficient -
ned i . experimental reproducibility or understanding of the physical mechanisms. Unless
we there is a major breakthrough in understanding, the situation is not likely to change as
£ long as applications-oriented agencies are funding parapsychology. Agencies must
; commit long-term basic research funds and learn to confine attention to testing only
f abilities which at least appear reproducible enough to be used to augment other hard
1ps 1 collection techniques (example: use parapsychology to help target hard intelligence
to t collection techniques and determine if the take is thereby increased). Parapsychology,
he t like other technical issues, can then rise or fall on its merits and not stumble over
nt H bureaucratic charters and conjectures proposed by people who are irrevocably on one
e : side or the other in the controversial area.
at ;
1
m
r g
is k
., ]
2
1 ' ¥R Targ and H. Puthoff; “Information Transfer Under Conditions of Sensory Shielding”; Nature,
: § CC LII, 602-607 (October 18, 1974); H. Puthoff and R Targ; “A Perceptual Channel for Information
2 r Transfer Over Kilometer Distances; Historical Perspective and Recent Research”™; Proceedings of tl:nlIEEE
LXIV (March 1976, Number 3, 329-354); R. Targ and H. Puthoff; “Mind-Research Scientists Look at
Psychic Ability™; Delacarte Press (1977); J. Wilhelm; “The Search for Superman™; Dell (1974); IEEE
Conference on Man; Systems and Cybernetics; Wnshmgton (1976 and 1977); NBC Nightly News; 4 and 5
August 1976; NBC Today: 9 August 1976; . Wilhelm, “Psychic Spying?™; The Washington Post, Outlook

Section, August 7, 1977.
1971 t]. O'Leary, “Turner Denies CIA Bugging of South Korea's Park,” The Washington .Sm, 9 August
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Howell left this for whoever you think should be -
the Statistician for the Parapsychology task group.
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- PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN INTELLIGENCE:
A PERSONAL REVIEW AND CONCLUSIONS

. Dr, Kenneth A. Kress

The Central Intelligence Agency has investigated the controversial phenomenon
called parapsychology as it relates to intelligence coliection. The author was involved
with many aspects of the last such investizations. This paper summarizes selected
highlights of the experiences of the author and others. The intent is not histozical
completeness. Files are available for those interested in delails. Instead the intent if to
record some certainly interesting and possibly useful data and opinions. This record is
likely to be of future benefit to these who will be required to evalua.e intelligence-
related aspects of parapsychology.

The Agency tcok the initiative by sponsoring serious parapsychnloglc.ll 'eu-arch

" .but circumstances, biases, and fear of ridicule pmented CIA from completing a

scientific investigation of parapsychology and its rclevance to national security.
During this research period CIA was bufieted with inv estigations concerning
{llegalities and improprieties ef all sorts. This situatioa, perhaps properiy so, raised the:
sensitivity of CIA’s involvement in unusual activities. The ** Froxaiire Effect.” where
the fear that certain Government: research corntricts would be ciaimed o bz il
fourided and beld up for scorn, was another factor preciuding CIA from sensitive arecs

! of research. Also, there tend to be two types of reactions to parapsycholegy: pesitive or

nezative, with little in between Farapsychnlegical data, aimost by definition, are
elusive and unexpluined. Add a history replete with nroven frauds and many people
instantly reject the subject saying, in effect, “1 would not bel.eve this stuff even if it
were true.” Others, who mostly have had personal “conversion™ experiences, tend to
be equally convinced that one unexplained success establiskes a phenomenon. These
prejudices make it difficult to evaiuate parapsychelogy cazefully and scientiticaily.

Tantalizing but incomplete data have been genersted by ClA-sponsored resesrck.
Thesz.data show, among other things, that on occarivn uanxplained rasults of genuine
Intelligence significance occur. This is not to say that uarapsychoiogy is & proven
Intelligence tool; it is to say that the evaluation is not yet complete and niore reseaseh
ks needed e

A.Itent!nn Is confined to psychol .unetk: and remote viewing. Psychoknetics irthe
purported ability of a person to intersct with a mnchma or other objxt by
unexplained means. Remote viewing is ain to clairvoyance in that a person cloims to
sense information about 2 site or person remoned Srem & known sensery link

Ancedotal reports of extrasensory gerception (ESP) capabilities have ceached
U.S. nationa! security 2gencies at least since World War 11, when Hitler was waid to
" rely on astrologers and scers. Suggestions for military applications of FSP cominzed i
be received after Weeld War Ii. For example, in 1952 the Dapartineat of Defencs wes
lectured on the possible usafultess of extreseasory percepticn in peveholoaicd
wazfare.! Over the years, reports continued to accuruulate. In 1951, the repots

————-—

2. Polaleh. “Ca tie Fomible Usefuluess of Estrasersony Pezcestion In Puclolrgioel "Waafure™

—————

. delivered to ¥ 1452 Pentazon confecanes, The Weshingter. Fosi, Auzveat 7, 1871,
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] . Induced ane of the earliest U. S. Government parapsychology investigations when the

i . chief of CIA's Office of Technical Service (then the Technical Services Division)

! : became interested in the claims of ESP. Technical project cfficers soon contacted i

' Stephen L Abrams, the Director of the Parapsychological Laboratory, Oxford

i University, England. Under the auspices of Project ULTRA, Abrams prepared a

1 . review article which claimed ESP was demonstrated but not understood or controlla-
. i S ﬁd':'he report was read with interest but produced no further action for another
Y | n ' . .

Ty

e

. Two laser physicists, Dr. Russell Targ and Dr. Harold E. Puthoff, re-awakened

*l n

.7 CIA research in parapsychology. Targ had been avocationally interssted in parapsy-
* v - chology for most of his adult life. As an experimentalist, he was interested in scientiflc
c observations of parapsychology. Puthoff became interested in the field in the early
1970s. He was a theoretician who was exploring new fields of research after extensive

work in quantum electronics. )

Lo . " In April of 1972, Targ met with CIA personnel from the Office of Scientific

: ' _ Intelligence (OSI) and discussed the subject of paranormal abilities. Targ revealed that

. . hehad contacts with people who purported to have seen and documented some Soviet

.- . investigations of psychokinesis. Films of Soviets moving inanimate objects by “mental

1 . ‘powers” were made available to analysts from QSL They, in turn, contacted personnel

from the Office of Research and Development (ORD) and OTS. An ORD Project

. . . Officer then visited Targ who had recently joined the Stanford Research Institute

~ -~ - (SRI). Targ proposed that some psychokiretic verification investigations could be done
) at SRI in conjunction with Puthoff. “ .

[]
{ LA A

. - These proposals were quickiy followed by a laboratory demonstiration. A man was
- ".. . found by Targ and Puthoff who apparently had psychokinetic abilities. He was taken
s. "on a-surprise visit to a superconducting shielded magnetometer being uvsed in quark
- (high energy particle) experiments by Dr. A. Hebbard of Stanford University Physics

| - Department. The quark experiment required that the magnetometer be as well
; ' " shielded as technology would allow. Nevertheless, when the subject placed his
. +".. .. . =~ sttention on the interior of the magnetometer, the output signal was visibly disturbed,

~ 1 - .indicating a change in the internal magnetic field. Several other correlations of his
= .-~  mental efforts with signal variations were observed. These variations werc never seen
- before or after the visit. The event was summarized and transmitted to the Agency in

the form of a letter to an OSI analyst® and as discussions with OTS and ORD officers.

The Office of Technical Services took the first action. With the approval of the

" same manager who supported the ESP studies a decade previously, an OTS project

_ officer contracted for a demonstration with the previously described subject at SRL

.~ :~ For a cost of $874, one OTS and one ORD representative worked with Targ and

* - Puthoff and the previously mentioned man for a few days in August, 1972. During

this demonstration, the subject was asked to describe objects hidden out of sight by the _

! CIA personnel The subject did well. The descriptions were so startlingly accurate that

. . the OTS and ORD representatives suggested that the work be continced and

' - expanded. The same Director of OTS reviewed the data, approved another $2.500
work order, and encouraged the development of a more complete research plan.

" By October, 1972, I was the Project Officer. I was chosen because of my physics
~ . . background to work wilth the physicists from SRI. The Office of Technical Service
] . ) funded a $50,000 expanded effort in parapsychology.* The expanded investigation

'S. L Abcams, 'E:_n;nnnry Percepilon™, Diaft report, 14 Deceruber, 1965,
*IL E. Putholf; Stanford Research Instilute; Letter tn K. Green/OSl, June 27, 1972
. ‘O_I'flce of Technical Service Contiact 8473, 1 Ocluber 1972 (CONFIDENTIAL)
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Paropsychology

included tests of several abilities of both the original sub)ect and a new one. Curious
data began to appear; the paranormal abilities seemed individualistic. Fer example,
one subject, by mental effort, apparcntly “caused an increase in the temperature
measured by a thermistor; the action could not be duplicated by the second subject.
The second subjecl was able to reproduce, with impressive accuracy, information
sealed inside envelopes. Under identical conditions, the first subject could reproduce
nothing. Perhaps even more disturbing, repeating the same experiment with the'same
subject did not yield consistent results. I began to have serious feelmgs of being
involved with a fraud.

Approximately halfway through this project, lhe SRI contractors were mv:ted to

. :eview their results. After careful consideration of the security and sensitivity factors,

the results were shared and discussed vrith selected Agency personnel during that and
subsequent meetings. In February, 1978, the most recent data were reviewed:

. thereafter, several ORD officers showed definite interest in eontnnulmg theu' own
" expertise and office funding.

The possibility of a joint OTS/ORD program continued to develop. The Office of
Research and Development sent new Project Officers to SRI during February, 1978,
and the reports which were brought back convinced ORD to become involved.
Interest was translated into action when ORD requested an increase in the scope of the

" effort and transferred funds to OTS.* About this time, a third sensitive subject, Pat

Price, became available at SRI, and the remote viewing experiments in which a
subject describes his impressions of remote objects or lecations began in earnest. The
possioility that such useful abilities were rea.l motwated all concerred «0 move ahead

. qulcklr -

'l'he contract requu'ed additional manaﬂemer-t review before it could be

- mhnued or its scope increased. The initial review went from OTS and ORD to Mr.

William Colby, then the DDO. On 24 April, Mr. Colby decided that the Exzcutive

.. Management Committee should pass judgment on this potentially sensitive project. By

St

the middle of May, 1973, the approval request went through the Management

-~ Committee. An approval memorandum was written for the signature of the DC], then

Dr: James Schlesinger.® Mr. Colby took che memorandum to the DCI a few days later.

" 1 was soon told not to increase the scope of the project and not to anticipate any

follow-on in this area. The project was too sensitive and potentially embarrassing. It

+* should be tabled. It is interesting to note that OTS was then being investigated for
Involvement in the Watergate affair, and that in May, 1973, the DCI issued a

memorandum to all CIA employees requesting the reporting of any activities that may

' ..~ bave been illegal and improper. As Project Officer, clearly my sense of timing had not
. been guided by useful paranormal abilitiesl —"

" During the summer of 1973, SRI co:tmued working lnformally w:th an OSI

.-'ol'fieer on a remote viewing experiment which eventually stimulated more CIA-

sponsored investigations of parapsvchology. The target was a vacation property in the

.. eastern United States. The experiment began with the passiag of nothing more thaa

the geographic coordinates of the vacation property to she SRI physicists who, in lurn,
passed them to the two subject, one of whom was Pat Price. No taags wers permitted,
and the-subjects were asked to give an immecdiate Tesponse of what they remotuly
viewed at these coordinates. The subject caine back with descriptions which were

apparent misses. They both talked about a military-like facility. Nevertheless, a

s CI"SD- Memorandum fur Assistant Deputy Director for Opcrations; Subjec: Request fot Appzoval
of Contract; 20 April 1973 (SECRET).

*W. E Coiby: DDO: Memorandum for Director ¢f Cevtral Inteilig=nce; Subjact: Request for

. Approvel of Contract; 4 May 1673 (SECRET)
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s.triking correlation of the two independent descriptions was noted. The correlation
caused the OSI olficer to drive to the site and investigate in more detail

f oo ' To the surprise of the OSI officer, he soon discovered a sensitive government 1
i T _ installation a few miles from the vacation property. This discovery led to a request to

) - have Price provide information concerning the interior workings of this-particular site.
All the data produced by the two subjects were reviewed in CILA and the Agency
concerned.

. The evaluation was, as usual. 'nixed.' Pat Price, who had no null.ary or
: !ntelllgenee background, provxded a list of project titles associated with-current and
. past activities mcludmg one of extreme sensitivity. Also, the codename of the site was
_ provided. Other information concerning the physical layout of the site was accurate.

i Some information, such as the names of the people at the site, proved incorrect.

. e
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... These experiments took several montkhs to be analyzed and reviewsd within the

Agency Now Mr. Colby was DCI, and the new directors of.OTS and ORD were

favorably impressed by the data. In the fall of 1973, a Statement of Work was

outlined, and SRI was asked to propose another program. A jointly funded ORD and

L OTS program was begun in February, 1974® The author again was the Project

i ' Officer. The project proceeded on the premise that the phenomena exisied; the
f Cot objective was to develop and utilize them.

“v+ "7 " The ORD funds were devoted to basic studies such as the identification of
measurable physiological ér psychological characteristics of psychic individuals, and
the éstablishment of experimental protocols for validating paranormsl abilities. The
OTS funds were to evaluate the operational utility of psychic subjects without regard
_to the detailed understanding of paranormal functioning. If the parancrmal function-
" ing was sufﬁcxently reproducible, we were confident apnlv‘atlons would be found.

[ ]
|
i
!
! .
- ) ~+~. Before many months had passed, difficultics developed in the project. Cur

- " tasking in the basic research area proved to be more extensive thaa time and funds
would allow. The contractors wanted to compromise by doing all of the tasks with less
completeness. The ORD scientists insisted that with such a controversial topic, fewer

. but more rigorcus results would be of more value. The rigor of the research became a

Do T . .- serious issue between the ORD project officers and SRI, with myself generally takinga

.- ..  position between the righteousness of the contractor and indignation of the research-
. " - ers. Several meetings occurred over-that issue. : .

" As an example of the kinds of disputes which developcd over the basic research,
consider the evaluation of the significance of data from the “ESP teaching machine™
experiments. This machine was a four-state electronic random number generator used
: . _ . to test for paranormal abilities. SRI claimed the machine randomly cycled through
| I R - four states, and the subject indicates the current machine state by pressing a button.
:.** _° " The state of the machine and the subject’s choice were recorded for later analysis. A
o '_ " subject “guessing™ should, on the average, be correct 25 percent of the time. SRl had 2
; * subject who averaged a statistically very sxgmhcant 29 percent for more thar 2,500
[ tﬂals.

. I requested a review of the cxperiment and analysis, and two ORD officers
! " quickly and skeptically responded. They first argued that the ESP machine was

e A o L Y e o R e e T e
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X Creen: LSD/OSE; Memorandem for the Record; Subject: Veriflcation of Pemcte Viewing
Experiments at Stanford Research Institute; 9 November 1973,
(SECRET} N _ _ _ . ) -
*Office of Technical Service Coniract, FAN 41254089 Dffice of Research sud Development
Contract, FAN 41€2-5103; 1 February 1974 {CONFIDENTIAL)
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on - possibly not random. They further lrgued the sub;ccts probably learned the nonran-
dom machine patterns and thereby produced high scores.” During this review, it was
Imt _noted that whether the machine was raidom or not, the data taken during the
to 1 e:penment could be analyzed to determine actual machine statistics. The macnine
te. . randomness was then unimportant, because the subject’s performance could then be
i ] *  compared with actual machine performance.’® The ORD Project Officers, however,
-;cy ! k\ did not believe it would be worth the effort to do the extra analysis of the actual data.
' or 4 I disagreed. I had the Office of Joint Computer Services redo the data analysis.
‘nd . The conclusion was that during the experiment “no evidence of nonrandomness was
"as - t ] discovered” and there was “no solid reason how he was able to be so successtul. ™ 1
de. : further ordered the subject retested. He averaged more than 28 percent during
, 3 . another 2,500 trials. This information was given in written and oral form to-the ORD
e . F ) " Project Officers, who maintained there must be yet another flaw in the experiment or
the 1 snalysis, but it was not worth finding. Because of more pressing demands, the issue
ere ! - could not be pursued to a mare definite conclusion.
ﬁ i Concurrent with this deteriorating state of affairs, new Directors of ORD and
oot 1 OTS were named again. Since neither Director had any background or experience in
"tehe- paranormal research, the new Director of ORD reviewed the parapsychology project
end bad: reservations. I requested a meeting in which he said he coyid not accept this
: ' reality of paranormal functioning, but he understood his bias. !1e said that inasmuch
of ; ) as he could not make an objective decision in this field, he could simply follow the
md ¥ edvice of his staff. The ORD Proiect Ofiwcers were fecling their own frustrations and
The uncertainties concerning the work and now had to face this unusual kird of skepticism
srd - of their new Director. ' he skepticasm about the believatility of the p--nommon and
one- ] + quality of the basic research adversely affected the opinions of mnny peopie in OTS.
"'sd. o F "." Support for the project was \amshmg rapidly. ; -
Dur - o I - As these pressures mounted, the first intelligence collection operation using
mds - B ) panpsychology was attempted. The taget was the Semipalatinsk Unidentified Re-
less : " search and Development Facility-3 (URDF-3, formerly known as PNUTS:. The
wer ! ~+ - experimental collection would use our best subject, Pat Price. From experience it was
“sea N obvious that Price produced bad data as well as good. Borrowing from classical
1ga . 1 communication theory concepts, this “noisy channel”™ of inforination eould neverthe-
rch- X " less be useful if it were characterized. An elaborate protocel was designed which
' . would accomplish two characterization measurements. First, we needed assurance the
' i channel was collecting useful data. I zeviewed the photos of URDF-3 and chose two
“!E: L . features which, if Price described them, would show the channel at least partially
l;:d _ -+~ working. Referring to Figure la, these features were the tl! crane and the four
3 structures n:embling oil well derricks. It was agreed that if Price described these
:' gh .- ._ Structures, I would be prepared to have him sign a secrecy agresment, making him
won. é +',  witting, and collect more relevant intelligence details. Secondly, after a working
s.dA 3 _ .channel was thus established. a signal-to-noise or quality charscterization was
. ‘, 4 - vequired. This would be dore by periodic tests of the channel—that is, periodically
A00 Price would be asked to describe features of URDF-3 which weré known. The
L sccuracy of these descriptions would be used to estimate the quality of the data we
fcers . bad no obvious way cf verifying. . - .
j s :
i . sf. W. Rook: L‘RIOKD Memorandum for OTS/CB: Subject: Evidence for Nen-Randomuvess of
ewing Four-State Electrenic Random Stimulus Gencratony 12 June 1675 (CON ICIDENTIALL
o w5 L. Cianci; RIO'!D Afemorandum for OTS/CB: Subject: Response to Requesied Critique, SRI
' . Random Stitatius Generator Results: 12 June 1875 (CONFIDENTIAL). .
imees s : 8 ¢:. Purow: OJCS/AD/RD; Mexnorandum for Dr. Kress: Subjest: Analysis of the' Sublect-Machine
. . Relationshiyy;, 8 Octcber 1973 (CONFIDENTIAL).
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Tperlment began with my branch chief and me brieling Targ and Puthotf :
in & motel Later, at SRI, Pricc was briefed by Targ and Putholf. Since Targ and
Puthoff presumably knew nothing about URDF-3, this protocol guarded against
cueing ar.d/or telepathy. Initially Price was given only the geographic coordinates, a
world atlas map marked with the approximate location of URDF-3, and told it was a
Soviet RD&E <est site. Overnight, he produmd the drawing on the bottom right of
Figure 1b. Price further mentioned this was a “damned big crane” because he saw a
person walk by and he dnly came up to the-axles on the wheels (note sketch on left,
Figurz 1b). This performance caught my attention; but with two more days of work,
we never heard about the derricks. Eventually, a decision was needed. Because the
crane was so inipressive, my branch chief and 1 decided the derricks desenption v
requirement should be relaxed and we should continue. S

" When the decision was made to make Price witting, 1 deexded to test him. My _
branch chief and I sat in a conference room while Targ and Puthoff brought a smiling
Pat Price into the rcom. I was introduced as the sponsor, and I muneamhely asked
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"Price if he knew me. Tt . _ - . £
L ey --".'--‘.'""..'--’w' oL R A b PRI
 KenKress. - enil.lieis ‘..r-. T I e Pt SR
Works for CIA. C ) S |
Since [ was then s covert employee, the response was meaningl'ul After having Price T
sign a secrecy agreement, snd some discussions, [ coniroated Lim again. I rolled out a L | e
llrge version of Figure la and asked :f he had viewcd this sita. L " I ;!“
" Yes, of coursel T S A w ek B
Whydldntyouseethefourdermh? . L. o - g B i. i
* Weit, Tl check. _ Y
" Price closed his eyes, put on his glasses (he sees” betler that way) and in a few e s

" geconds answered- "I didn't see them because they are not there any more.” Since my
data were three or four montks old, there was no rejomder to the implied accusation
that my data were not good. We proceeded and completed a voluminous data

- package. :

.In a few weeks, the lates' UI!DF-S reconnaissance was checked. Two derricks " * - A& —

were partially disassembled, but basically all four were visible. In general, most'of .’ : o ;
"Price’s data were wrong or could not be evalusted. He did, nevertheless, produce some . :

" amazing descriptions, like buildings then under ‘construction, spherical tank sections,

_ and the crane in Figure 1b. Two analysts, a photo interpreter at IAS* and-2 nuclear

- analyst at Los Alamaos Scientific Laboratories agreed that Price’s deseription of the :
crane was accurite; the nuclear analyst wrote that “one: he, the subject, actually saw it !
through remote viewing, or two: he was informed what to"draw by.someone -~ -~ [
knowledgeable of URDF-3.”% But, again, since there was so much bad information-. - FEN ]
mixed in with the good, the overall result was not considered useful As proof of 3 - spgas
remote viewing, the data are-at best inconclusive. The ORD oﬁicen'.éqmjudcd' tiat - :

: - . T R
uUW, T. Strand; C/ESO/IAS; Memerardum lor Dicretor, Ofﬂee of Tecanical Servico; Subject - L. .
" Evaluation of Dats oa SemipalatinsX 1 Unidentitied R&D Faci'itv No. 3, USSR; 20 Augut 1974 (SECRET). .

8 D_Stillman; Los Alamos Scient:fic Labeatory; “An anaiyss of 2 Remote Vlewm; Ezl:ennent of - -
URDZ-3" 4 December 1975 (co\F.o ENTIALL _ _ . v
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since there were no control experiments to cm-npare with, the data were nothing but
lucky guessing.

I began to doubt my own objectivity in evaluating the significance of paranormal
abilities to intelligence collection. It was clear that the SRI contractors were claiming
success while ORD advisors were saying the experiments were not meanmgft.l because
of poor experimental design. As a check on myself. 1 asked for a critique of the
investigation from a disintcrested- consultant, a theoretical physicist with broad
intellectual background. His first task was to evaluate the ‘field of parapsychology

. . without knowledge of the CIA data. After he had completed this eritique, I asked him

to acquaint himsel{l with the CIA data and then to reassess the field. The first

- investigation produced genuine interest in paranormai functioning as a2 valid research

srea. After being acquainted with CIA data, his.conclusion was, “ a large body of
reliable experimental evidence puints to the inescapable conclusion that extrasensory

. perception does exist as a real phenomenon, albeit characterized by rarity and lack of

reliability.”™ This judgment by a competent scienust gave lmpetus to continue serious
inquiry into parapsychology.

Bezause of the general skepticism and the mixed results of the various operational -

experiments, a final chalienge was issued by OTS management: OTS is not in the
research business; do somnething of genuine orratxond significance. Price was chosen,
and suggestions were solicited from operahomu personnel in both OTS and the DDO.
An Intriguing idea was selected from audio operational applications: the difficult and
dangerous job of targeting and installing audio coilection systems. A test to determine
if remote viewing could help was suggestad. The interiors of two foreign embassies
were known to the audio teams who had made entries several years prev musly Price

_ was to visit these embassies by is remcte viewing capability, locate the codercoms,
and come up with information that might allow a member of the audio team to

determine whether Price was likely to be of operauonal use in subsequent operations.

Price was given operatiorally acceptable data such as the exterior photographs and the

geographical coordinates of the embassies.
- In both cases, Price correctly located the coderooms. He produced copious data,

.. such as the location of interior doors and colors of marble stairs and fireplaces that

were accurate and specific. As usual, much was also vague and incorrect. Regardless,
the. operations officer involved concluded, “It is my considsred opinion that this
technique—whatever it is—offers definite operational possibilities."*

This result was reviewed within OTS and the DDO, and various suggestions Eor
potential follow-on activities were formulated.'* This package of requircmuats, plus
the firal results of the current centract, were reviewed at several xneeungs within'OTS

. nnd ORD. The rsults of those meetings are as follows:

. Aeeordmg to the ORD Project Officers, the research was not productive
] '_ or even competent; therefore, research support to SRI wes dropped. The Director

M1 A. Ball: “An Overview of Estrasensery Perception™; lhpnlt I:;C‘M.. 2‘1-11.116:17-197.5. -

B C/ACB/OTS; Memorapdum for the Record; Subject: Para Remote Yiewing™; 20 A
118 on emorandum psychology/” ing™; 20 April

% Chief/Divislod DIDDO- Memorardum for C/D&E: Subject: Pemplual Augmentation Tech- |

piques; 24 January 1975 (SECRET) AC/SE/DDO: Memorundum for C/DXE; Subject: Perceptual

Augmentation Testing; 14 January 1975 (SECRET); C/EA/DDQO; Memerandura for Dirextor of Technical *

Service; Subjicl: Esploration ‘of D.a.r.lnonal-l'olrn.nl of “Parancrmals”; 5 February 1475 (SECRET):

C/Libya/EL/NE/DDO; Memo.andum fue OTS,CB; Subixct: Libyan Deck Requircient feb Psychic -
. Experimeuts Relating to Libra: 3] january 1973 XFCRET); CI/5tafi/DDO; Memorandum for the Record:;

Subjeet: SRI I:‘.menm:n!. 12 December 1874 (SECRET).

Paropsychology
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1 -
. of OTS felt the OTS charter would not support researeh. lherefore. all Agency
O funding in paranormal research stopped.

.. 2 Because of the mixed results, the operational utility of the capability was
considered questionable but deserved further testing.

~ .- 8. To achieve better security, all the operations-oricnted testing with the
contraclor was stopped, pnd a personal services contract with Price was started.

" 4. Since I was judged to be a positively blased advocate of pan.normal
funcuonlng. the testing and evaluation of Price would be tnnsfexred to a more

: . pragmatic OTS operations psychologist. .. . el e

"¢ I "™ 'The OTS psychologist picked up his new respons;bﬂxuu and chose to complete an.

unfmlshed DDO requirement. The origin of the requirement went back to the fall of -
" 1874 when several OTS engineers became aware of the parapsychology project in OTS

and had volunteered to attempt remote viewing: They passed initial remote viewing
- tests at SRI with some apparent successes. To test these OTS insiders further, I chose'a
suggested requirement to obtain information about a Libyan site described oniy by its
geographic coordinates. The OTS engineers described new construction which could
be an SA-5 missile training site.!” The Libyan. Desk officer was immediately
impressed. He then revealed to me that an agent had reported mentmlly the same
- story. More coordinates were quickly furnished but were'put aside by me.

.- The second set of Libyan geographic coordinates was passed by the oTS
psyehologist to Price. A report describing a guerilla training site was quickly
_ - returned. It contained a map-like drawing ol' the complex. Price described a relited
- .. underwater sabotage training facility tite several hundred kilometers away on the sea
- coast. This information was passed o toe. Libyan Desk. Some data were evaluated
knmedhtely, some were evaluated only after ordering special reconnaissance cover-
-age. New information produced by Price was verified by the reconnaissance. The
:"underwater sabotage training facility description was similar to a collateral agent’s
repott. The Libyan Desk officer quickly escalated the requirement to what was going
.. . on inside those buildings, the plans and intentions, etc.”® The second requxrements list
ur, WAS passed to Pat Price. Price died of 2 heart attack a few days later, and the program
stopped. There have been no further CIA-sponsored intelligence collection tests.

’ Since July, 1975, there has been only modest CIA and Intelligence Commumty
- Staff interest in parapsychology. The Office of Scientific Intelligence completed a
study about Soviet military and KGB applied parapsychology.!® During November of
1876, Director George Bush became aware that official Soviets were visiting and.
" questioning Puthoff and Targ at SRI about their work in_parapsychology. Mr. Bush
requested and received a briefing on CIA’s investigations into parapsychology. Before
- .there was any official reaction, he left the-Agency. Various intelligence community
. =1 groups, such as the Human Resources Subcommittee.on R&D, have exhaustively
. reviewed parapsychology in CIA, DOD, and the open research, but have fafled to.. . .
conclude whether parapsychology is or is not 2 worthwhile area for futher. investigar — ... .. .
tion. Several proposals from SRI and other contractors were received by CIA butnone - .
were accepted. There are no cument plans for CIA to fund parapsychology :

!
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-',’-',: . 77 ®DDO/NE; Memorandum for OTS/3AB; Subled: Etperimenhl Collcction Activity Relating to

hic [ - Libyu; 8 October 1975 (SECRET). .
rd; ] *'w . @, Hamihon; LSD/OSI; “Scviet and Esst Euwropean hﬂpql:hobgy Research,” SI n-mr' April
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- At this point, [ have traced the action and reaction of various elements of CIA to

/hat is certainly an unconventional and highly controversial subject. Also of interest
re the concurrent reactions of other agencies to parapsychology. In August, 1973,
sarapsychology was discussed with several members of DIA. The DIA people were
nsically Interested in the Soviet activitivs in this area, and expressed considerable _
nterest In our own fledgling results. Numerous meetings have occurred during the
past several years. DIA remaios interested on a low priority basis.

“ : I . .o !

. The Army Materiel Command learned of CIA interest in the paranormal We
discovered the Army interest was generated by data which emerged from Vietnam.
Apparently certain individuals called point men, who led patrols into hostile-terzitory, .
had far fewer casualties from booby traps and ambushes than the average. These point
men, needless to say, had a loyal following of men and, in general, greatly helped the
morale of thelr troops under a brutal, stressful situation. The Army gave extensive
physical and psychological teits to a group of unusually successful point men and
came to no conclusion other than perhaps that paranormal capabilities may be the
" explanation]. The Army was most interested in CIA results and wanted to stay closely
informed. After a féw more follow-up meetings, the Army Materiel Command was
never heard from again.

!
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. The Delense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) reported that they .
had not enly a showing of interest but a hostile response as well to the subject area. At .
" one time, we felt we had the strong interest of some people at DARPA to discuss sur
. data.- The SRI contractors and I went to 2 briefing where we had a several-hour -
“confrontation with an assemblage of hostile DARPA people who had been convened
especially to debunk our results. After a long, inconclusive, emotional d:scussnon, we
left. Conlncts with DARPA stopped for several years.

- 'ﬂle Navy reviewed put of tbe worl: and beeame interested. Some groups
developed strong interest, and minor funding was provided to SRI by Navy to
replicate one of SRI's earlier experiments under more controlled conditions, The
experiment was replicated. Then the Navy asked SRI to repeat the same experiment .
under different conditions. An effect was observed, but it was not the same as ths .-
previous observations. About this same time, the Navy became very concerned sbeut .
Ihis rescarch being “mind warfare” -related. Fundmg was stopped.
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The letlve funding for parapsyehology now has shifted to the Air Force's For

' -Technology Division with the addition of modest testing being completed by :nothcr
group at DARPA. These investigations are not yet completed, but a second phase is
funded by the Air Force. The Air Force project is attempting to evaluate whether
signals and communications can be sent nnd received by paranormal functioning. Also
gircraft and missilz intelligence which can be verified is being gathered and
evaluated. To date the results are more consistent than these seen during the CIA
research, but still they are mired. Some simple experiments scemed very impressive
snd conclusive. The more complex experiments are difficult o assess.

In the non-government world an explosion of interest in unclassified pzrapsychol-
ogy research cccurred after the first publication of CIA-sponsored projects. Bocks have
beeu written, prestigious professional socictics have had sessions on parapsychology,
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several national news reports have been broadcast and printed.®® Director Turner
revealed publicly that CIA has had operational interest in parapsychology.* The open
publication of these investigations is generally heaithy and helpful. It shows a
rcduchon of associated emotionalism and bias. These publications wul also stimulate
other scientific investigations into parapsychology.

There is 2 less positive aspect to open interest and publications. Before adequate
assessment was made’ by CIA and others, we may have allowed some important
_ national security information out into the public domain. It is my opinion that, as it
. gelates to intelligente, sufficient understanding and assessment of parapsychology has
not been achieved. There are observations, such as the original magnetic experiments
at Stanford University, the OSI remote viewing, the OTS-coderoom experiments, and
others done for the Department of Defense, that defy explanation. Coincidence is not
likely, and fraud has not been’ discovered. .The unphat:ou of -these data cannot be -
determined until the assessment is done.

) If the-above is true, how is it that the phenomenon rema!ns controversul and
recelves so little official government support? \Why is it that the proper assessment was
never made? This state of affairs cccurs because of the elementary understanding of

{ parapsychology and because of the peculisrities of the intelligence and military

. .. organizations which have attempted the assessments. There is no fundamental

F understanding of the mechanisms of paranormal fusictioning, and the reproducibility

" remalns poor. The research and experiments have successfully demornstrated abilities
but have not explained them nor made them reproducible. Past and current support of
parapsychology comes from applications-oriented intelligence and military agencies.

The people managing such agencies demand quick and relevant results The

intelligence and military agencies, therefore, press for results before there is sufficient -

% experimental reproducibility or understanding of the physical mechanisms. Unless

there is & major breakthrough in understanding, the situation is not likely to change as

long as applications-oriented agencies are funding parapsychology. Agericies must
.- commit long-term basic research funds and learn to confine attention to testing only
. abilities which at least appear reproducible enough to be used to augment other hard
collection techniques (example: use parapsychology to help target hard intelligence
collection techniques and determine if the take is thereby increased). Parapsychology,

Iike other technical issucs, can then rise or fall on its merits and not stumble cver

bureaucratic charters and conjectures proposed by people who are irrevocably cn ons

- side or the other in the controversial area.
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